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A Shared Responsibility
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education, and all general planning,

coordination, leadership, and general

» The constitution places all public
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assistance and financial direction
» Only allowed intervention for financial matters when

» Recognized shared responsibility; allowed for state

» Preserved local control and administration

f

tive statute when DPS requested state

tance in 2008
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there were no other alternatives
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Was there a problem?
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“DPS Test Scores Soared”

ieving aca

» DPS was ach
» Detroit News

iterature

|

» Then-Gov. Engler took credit in 1998 campaign
» Then-DPS Superintendent Dr. Eddie Green hired by
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Cranbrook immediately after being terminated under

. 10 of 1999

P.A

114M surplus

» Voters passed 1.5B construction bond
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range of schools with S.u.rpl.us. v

approx1mately 250
below and 250 above
Mlch1gan schools w1th

92% of all
Detrmt re51dent

students
attended DPS
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“Breach

PA 10 of 1999
“Engler workaround”

sunset




PA 10 of 1999- “Breach in the
Dam”

» Covered any first class school district (DPS
only one at the time

» Placed Superintendent of Public Instruction
. (or designee) on newly-created school board

Engaged the Mayor-City and school district
contiguous taxing bodies of taxpayer
property
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1999 David Adamany 1st
Reforms CEO reports:

» Reported the following to the MI Legislator:

That the Detroit Public School district was the
number 1 performing School district in the nation
with a population above 100k Students where the
majority were receiving free and reduced lunch.

» DPS had 40 schools where over 80% of its students

were eligible for free or reduced lunch to score
at or above national levels.

» Detroit had more national certified teachers than
any other any school district in the State.

» Teaching professionals from around the nation
came to Detroit to learn what and how to teach.
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Experiment Ends: But is it
too late?

vV v v Yy

Brief return of an elected school board
The elected school Board had no school Board experiencé
Inherited deficit created by reform CEO

Previous year budget balanced by unprecedented $200M bo|

(at 21% interest) imposed by Governor Granholm and the
Reform CEO

Closed 32 schools in first year

But saddled with many pre-existing contracts

That the district was encumbered with legacy debt
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Requested a lifeboat...

» Elected school board requests state’s financial
management expertise under P.A. 72, the emergency

FINANCIAL manager law by a majority vote (“shared P -
responsibility”)
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» Enter The first and only Emergency Financial Manager
[E.F.M.] Mr. Robert Bobb.

» Mr. Bobb never recognized bifurcated responsibility or

the academic authority of the elected School Board over
the academics of the district.
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» Claimed control over “anything a penny touched’
illegally operated the Academics of the district.

» Increased deficit by 100M
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...but got the Titanic

» Hired now-infamous Barbara Byrd-Bennett as Academic
Accountability Officer

» DPS Auditor General advises against her textbook
contract and other irregularities

» Purchased obsolete notebook computers

» Robert Bobb operated finances and academics in
violation of the State Constitution and PA 72
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, the court finds that the EFM caused

ight of Bobb’s actions, the elected board sees no
ble harm to the district”

choice but to enforce its responsibility over academics
» The Board sues Mr. Bobb and the State and prevails in
inds that Mr. Bobb’s overreach violated the state

@)
Q
0O
|
L M~
QL =
e o
> = <
© £ o S
B 3 U @© )
O & = 5
v ¢ v & 83
Y 8o @
h - 1 T m
_I £ A £F5 L O
- A A A




HEATE OF VICHIOAN
1N THE CIRCTAT GOURT FOR THE COUNTY OF WAYNE

ANTHONY ADAMS, PRESIDENT OF

THE DEIRGIT BOARD OF EOUCATION,
ANNE CAKTE, CARLA D, SCOTT, MD,
TERRY CATCHDKIS, JUVETTE HAWKING
WILLIAMS, REVEREND DAVID

MURRAY, 14 SHORT, TYRONE
SWINFREY, CARDL BANKS, ELENA
HERRADA itd, LAMAR LEMMONS, alof
wehish Sounpeien O DETROIT BOARD OF
ERUCATION,

Gt No, PRI20180 AW

=i

ROBERE BOBE, Bnwgency Fnasels Mespn
Foe Deirolt Public S,

AanSuion Held
Ontle. dny of Febmanry, 3081 |
PRESENT: THEHON, WENDY MLBAXIER.
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goaks, progiamming and acedemic corvivalum assﬂ if the educational policies of the defbadant are
imaposed an swudents and teuchors withoot the sfiotion of & siatuorily reaponsible entity making
Hhist ssoncdernieand wdocationat decisions; and

WHEREAS this Court fusther fourst that plainti®¥ s suffored %@W&m b‘;?
being prevested by detendont from performing He duty 10 suporvise, Baplement snd malc
dectuions for the Detroll Public School District sdocational policy, goals, sesdenics, canoulun,
school houirs, sestions, and progries; and

WHEREAS this Cowrt Rt fand th;szsz&szﬁwiii suffer ireeparable e if
defendant i not mstaingd sad enjoloed from mplementing auademic aml education poficies,
caprisutum programs snd educational refoem vithout statatory authority; and

WHEREAS thig Cowtt finther found that the harm to plalntfls of nov lssulayp &
pertinant igjuncton that defendant coase and destst Grustration of e scheol bourd Hom the
pérformance of ity stutitory duties sutweighs (e bt o the defendant who can oaery out his
statatory dutles without responsibility (o fond, supervise, sot, chant or diciate sendermic andior
education goals and policies; and

WHEREAS this Court futher [ownd (ot the public intercst I8 best sevved by
afodaing the BEFM from sotieg ouiside Wy suthorty wder the ool Governmost Flacel
Responsibility Act and enabling the plainttt 1 porforns Is stantory duties by onderlug Ye BFM
ot fo exerclie scademic suthority in the nheenwe of any clewr fopishative gmm: of seadomic
suthority 10 o sebool distdol BFM; and

WHEREAS his Court firther found that there Is no adogquate remady o law sach that
injunclive refief Is appraptite; and

WHEREAS The Court found that no security isnecded beeauise the pisties wre public
officialy; and

NOW THEREFORE, IT 1§ HERERY ORDERED thet the éa&nmamﬁ-pmkmﬁl
emeigmicy fiwocial menggee Robert Clevdlond Bobb, the covsgency financiel managee’s
convultants and staff, officers, ngents, servants, eonployess, and sifmeys and o toss porsonss In
sutive concert or participation with them who veceived sotual notice of the onder by petsonsl
service or otherwise are bound by this Ijumction and are vy restrained, enjolned,

pricludad, peohibited aad must cease and desist from taking the ﬁﬁiw’ing ations withiout

specific approval by the School Bosd:

1. Enforcing, tmplementing or publiclzing as Districs Policy, the BFM's Febroary £2,2010
Order on Sectad Promotion; and

2 bh&ﬁﬁgﬁwq&%ﬁyw&m&t%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁam%%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%wm

3. fssuing myd&m{im % engage in doficht aching mmmmmharm in contlict
it the Bosrd"s sendentic potey: 2nd

4. Dirggting the DPS'y soudensic stadl not 1o comnunicate with or take dirsetions on

acadernic motters feom the School Board ot its ageats: and

Contracting to purchase texthooks and online aoedemio resorroes in the uheente of the
mmwmmﬁmmme&mmwm

6. mm%wmdmmmwmm

7, Mﬁnﬁ* eienting gy ﬂmﬁm i& pu e W& &}m kﬁxmm Sﬁi{’b&
for Every Child™ except that the curent assdemic polloies end plany including thoss

‘petives siated in the above named plan in offoct sl practioe oo The date of this order shalt

wimifnue: voder the auspices sad wuibarity of the Board unlesy volded,or modifled by the
Bourd ;and Ghdend~g

B i“mplmwﬁng any cordoolum, :&wﬁm f&r‘ﬁm:mm and acaskmk policles
that wre in conflict with policies Butbovebeonoss-osheduiun W&ﬁwﬁ&a@m
vﬁmswmmwmmmwﬁmaﬁmwdmmﬁm
grounds the exienr to which yadoular policles sis be implonoated within the confines of
avabishle rasouross: and

2. Refusing 0 saintein st suppost Snancially within the budgod resourcss of the
@wfa%&@m&mﬁmﬁmmmmmmmmmmmw
sulockion of the academie adnvnlstrators of the Distriet; 4o

10, Refising to conduot 8 consaltasion with the Boand fn accondancs with the statutory
miendate; and

1. Refusing sndior filliog to roscind March 10, 2010 order the all DPS academic
personned seport to the E¥M and notthe Bowd's desipnes; and

. ITIS¥Y 'j'mkeknmtmwmmtsmmm between the FEM and
1 thind party inconsistent with thig imrmn wnd the suthority of the EFM are
wﬁaﬁ}aﬁﬁwmaa&%wm

ITIS 50 ORDERED,
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Unleashing of Floodwaters

» PA4repeals PA 72

» PA 4 does not recognize the shared, bifurcated
responsibility over public education as set forth in the
state constitution

» Gave total control over academics and finances to an
emergency manager (“EM”)

» Took all authority from the elected board

» Disregarded board request for transparency and
cooperation
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inated effective programs at Southwestern,
Oakman, Catherine Ferguson, Davis Aerospace and

others

igns over 15 schools to experimental EAA above the
im

objections of the powerless elected Board.

neighborhoods
schools.

» Massive school closures which creates gaping holes in
» El

» Enter Roy Roberts-first Emergency Manager [E.M.]
» Sold Closed school buildings to competing Charters
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The Wreckage...
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...That Followed

» Roy Roberts further refinanced debt against advice of
Auditor General

» Failed to rectify or even improve the financial situation
even though that was the chief responsibility under PA 4

» Failed to supervise the district-turned a blind eye
toward the Charles Pugh situation even though notified
repeatedly by elected board
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Voter concern gaged by Participation
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Impact of Disenfranchisement

?
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» Who will stand up for the children of Detro

» Who will stand up for democracy?

» Who will stand up and speak truth to power?

ill it be you?
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